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last time Commissioner of Internal Revenue Joseph
Hockey testified before a House subcommittee was
in June. Mr. Hockey’s audit of the Toronto Maple
Leafs is chronicled in detail in articles I wrote in
2015. They describe how Mr. Hockey’s team in
Washington is full of self-important people with
clearly unreasonable expectations for compliance.
Virtually all things require a certain amount of
documentation, while Mr. Hockey would prefer
people to keep their documentation in the head.
Having no head is a common ailment for a
government official. Since his Ottawa office
published the report on the audit, sports
management professionals have been wondering if
his audit of the Leafs goes the same way. There
are many indications that the audit will turn out as
others have. The Toronto Sun newspaper reported
that the audit was spurred by a Sportsnet



broadcaster. The description that it was a sports
network prompted Mr. Hockey to recall that when
he was in Ottawa, the person who made the
greatest impression on him was Bill McCreary,
who ran the Hockey Night in Canada network. It
was this network and its headquarters at 21st and
Sumach streets in Toronto that the new hockey
commissioner visited in the early 1980s. Mr.
McCreary was a man who could command the
respect of anyone. But even the best-mannered
person among all those assembled in Ottawa, the
commissioner, had his limits. “I had to force
myself to have lunch with him,” the commissioner
told me. “I was sure he would be an impossible
person to have a conversation with. He said
everything through the third person.” Mr.
McCreary not only wore the pants, he had them
tuck in. Mr. Hockey told me that he would never
have called a meeting with such a person. Instead,
he would have asked a trusted friend to be the
intermediary. Mr. McCreary was able to interact
with everyone in the room
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