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The U.S. owed its emergence to science and technology. So why am I talking about an Irish myth and the Irish Revolution? Because historians, Irish and non-Irish, have a tendency to focus on the small, to the exclusion of the large. That's why I say the Irish Revolution was so incredibly important to the history of the world. The world owes its emergence to the Irish
Revolution. We began with a peasant-based, illiterate society; we did not have much industry or even large towns. We did not have very much in the way of real wealth. I first learned of the Irish Revolution in my early teens. I read history books about Cromwell and the emergent Irish Republic. I read about the Irish who fled to Canada. immigrants to the us They
were the true American revolutionaries. In the 1840s they were among the most abolitionist in the world. They created Alantown in Wisconsin. They were the movement that freed the slaves. But they went home to Ireland. They came back and formed the Irish American Society. It's one of the earliest democratic organizations in the United States. They created

other organizations, including the Irish Republican Brotherhood. Irish America was an extremely important group in the United States. The Irish community as a whole did not have much political power until the 1840s and 1850s. The Irish were considered a foreign element. They were treated as ethnic outlaws who had no rights. Irish America began to mobilize and
fight for their rights in the 1840s. We were in the forefront of abolition. We were much more educated, much more literate than any other people in the United States. We were much more interested in self-governance. We were much more interested in making our own decisions. That's what revolution is. It's people deciding for themselves. It's the basis of modern
freedom. It's why I say all of the protestors in Egypt should have the freedom to write and to think and to create for themselves. The Irish said we're not going to bow to governments and we're not going to bow to people who are trying to dictate to us what we can and can't think. The Irish said we're not going to have our freedom constrained by what other people

say. That's why the United States is a wonderful country. The Irish did not elect Andrew Jackson, the president at the time. They did not elect Abraham Lincoln. They elected John F. Kennedy. But they were happy to have Kennedy in office, because he had the courage to stand up for what they believed in. 5ec8ef588b
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