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The purpose of the Pharmacopoeia, in fact, is to
provide comprehensive information to the

pharmacists to aid in the selection of the most
suitable drugs for any given clinical condition. It

provides information on the active constituents and
proper dosages of the drugs along with their
pharmacological principles. The editors of the

Pharmacopoeia stand to receive more letters, he
noted. With its new edition, they hoped to get

greater response. They also hoped to attract more
players like Malnutrition and its Consequences:

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) ICMR's
National Programme on Prevention and Control of

Malnutrition in Human Populations Health and
Nutrition, India. According to K. Nagarajan, General
Manager (Drugs), Indian Pharmaceutical Standards
Organisation (IPSO), which is the statutory body for
setting standards for drugs and pharmaceuticals in
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India, the publication of the new edition of the
Indian Pharmacopoeia is a welcome development
which will benefit the industry in India and abroad.

The launch of the new pharmacopoeia by Dr
Rajendra Prasad, the first President of India, has
strengthened the international dimension of the
Indian pharmaceutical industry. This publication

includes detailed monographs, classifications and
lists of all the substances & articles listed in the

Pharmacopoeia including pharmaceutical
preparations, chemicals, substances and articles

for use in pharmacy, microbiological agents,
miscellaneous substances, articles and

preparations. The pharmacopoeia covers the whole
area of medicines including those which are not
covered by other pharmacopoeia of the World

Health Organisation (29), for example, nutritional
and medicinal preparations.
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This edition was released in August 1992. The aim
of the edition is to provide a guide for the use of

the pharmacopoeia. This edition has nine chapters.
The chapters include analytical, preparation,
pharmaceutical dosage forms, plant drugs,
pharmaceutical products, drugs and other
substances for human and veterinary use,

substances for medical use, substances used as
colouring agents. The first edition of Indian

Pharmacopoeia was published in February 1974.
The aim of the edition is to bring consistency in the

definition of the substances, quality assurance,
quality control, technical review, standardisation,
and arrangement of the data. Similarly the edition

is in continuation to the Malay Pharmaceutical
Standards 1989. This edition has 30 sections, which

include descriptions of raw drugs and drugs,
description of preparations, pharmaceutical dosage
forms, pharmaceutical products, preparations for

external use, regional preparations and bath
preparations, topical, ophthalmic and perineal

preparations, local anaesthetics, pharmaceutical
preparations, injections, vaccines, and medicinal

products. A list of doctors required in Indian
regulations to undertake national surveillance, any
substance or combination of substances, controlled
and noncontrolled substances, new and old drugs

and dosage forms, and correspondence relevant to
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the sections has also been provided in this edition.
The drug marketing regulation has been added. In
section 104 (Drug product subject to licensing) the

substances that require licensing has been
included. To date, a number of

pharmacoepidemiologic studies have shown that
exposure to hypnotic agents is not related with

cancer risk. This means that an association
between hypnotics and cancer has not been

proven, but investigators should scrutinize this
relationship more carefully. 5ec8ef588b
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