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but in the past year, the band is starting to come together again. grandaddy has been writing new
material since 2013, and in april of 2016, they released their first single in nearly 15 years, the
handsome furs-penned poor & famous. the band is currently prepping for an album, tentatively titled
the radio heart. lytle says that the album will be a return to the earlier sound of grandaddy, and will
be "dense and textured," not unlike grandaddy's debut, under the western freeway. the hook of the
sophtware slumps hook is its all-purpose, laconic pop-rock-ness, which makes it the perfect album
for flying over the pacific and back. like many great albums, it has a few tracks that stand out and
make their point clear, but it works perfectly as a record to put on for half an hour as background
music, the old standby: the moody, sprawling alt-rock album, often linked with the grunge-era, but
without the ragged edges and the malevolent edge. (grandaddy were less of an anomaly in the '80s
than they are now: a walk on the wild side was the weezer of its day, very much a record to be
endured in between songs on mtv). its a record that can also work as a soundtrack to a slow fade
from the world, but that would require a lot of patience. in a few places, the words in grandaddy
songs do get to the heart of things: the title track is a small but perfectly formed minor masterpiece
of an alt-rock track. grandaddy have a way of making you forget the record exists. if you listen to the
sophtware slump in the right conditions, you're likely to forget that it even exists. you're already in
another realm. grandaddy are like a smoothie made of my own mind. you might be thinking of a
song, and suddenly it swooshes through your brain and there it is, grandaddy, and you have to have
it, and you're proud, of course, but then you're just filled with it, with the song, and you forget who
you're listening to, the song is so good that it's more than a song, it's real. it's like my memories, of
record players, of childhoods, of closets, of the meaning of the world, all rolled into one song. i have
never been the type to talk about the music, i just always liked it. i feel like the sophtware slump is
the spiritual companion to under the western freeway. everything you need to know about
grandaddy can be learned through that one album. grandaddy were always a band that had a more
in-your-face sense of the infinite than most. the sophtware slump was as close to an old-fashioned
folk song as anything on grandaddy. it felt like an old-fashioned album-- with songs that told stories,
the same way that a folk song might.
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