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1915 and.Northern Ireland's police minister

has called for an internal police review into a
"lack of leadership" at the Criminal

Investigation Agency (CAA). Alastair Cameron
added that he has written to NI's chief

constable to demand an explanation. Last
month it was reported that some officers at
the CAA had refused to attend a meeting for

staff. 'Lack of leadership' The CAA is the main
agency charged with investigating crime in

Northern Ireland. The agency's headquarters
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are in Armagh, but it also has operations in
Belfast, Craigavon, Fermanagh, Derry, Newry
and Randalstown. "Over the last few years I
have observed a lack of leadership from the

agency and the senior management team that
was evident," Mr Cameron told the BBC. "The
agency has become alienated from the Police

Service of Northern Ireland and the
community. "This has resulted in a few officers
refusing to attend a meeting organised by the

chief constable for officers in Belfast. "The
chief constable has had to ask the Security

Service to investigate the meeting and I
believe that is the right thing to do. "I have

written to the chief constable requesting that
an internal review be carried out."

'Proportionate response' Following the
meeting, the PSNI denied its officers were
refusing to attend, saying they were not

"recalcitrant" but a "proportionate response".
Police Federation Northern Ireland has

described the meeting as a "discussion" and
said that several union representatives

attended. In a statement, the PSNI said that
officers had "the right to refuse to answer
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questions in relation to criminal investigations,
unless explicitly required to do so by law".
"The PSNI respects the right of officers to
remain silent as do they (sic) the public,

unless a court order is issued," the statement
added. It is understood that some of those

attending were staff from the CAA's southern
region, based in the Republic. The agency's
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